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Program Basics

• NH is not a delegated state for the NPDES permit or 
pretreatment program.

• 13 local POTWs in NH have approved pretreatment 
programs, acting as the Control Authority (CA) for 40 
CFR Part 403 implementation.

• EPA Region 1 is the Approval Authority for the entire 
state, and the CA for the other 41 non-approved 
POTWs.

• A legislative committee formed under 2017 Senate Bill 
121 has recommended that DES and a special advisory 
group provide a final report by November 2019 on 
NPDES delegation.



Program Basics

• State rules (Env-Wq 305) only provide for DES 
to authorize a local POTW to issue a permit 
(control mechanism) to an industrial user – no 
permit is issued directly by DES.

• Authorization to permit is granted by approval 
of an Indirect Discharge Request (IDR), 
submitted by the industrial user through the 
local POTW.



Industrial Permitting Activity

• In the last twelve months, 28 IDR approvals 
have been issued by DES.

• These approvals were for 19 new discharges 
and 9 modifications to existing discharges.



Industrial Permitting Activity

• A second major pharmaceutical industry 
expansion proposed at Lonza Biologics in 
Portsmouth.

• Millipore in Jaffrey is building an advanced 
pretreatment system for BOD/TSS to comply with 
a Consent Decree with EPA.

• Anheuser-Busch in Merrimack is installing an 
Oberlin belt filter press to remove perlite from 
their wastewater.



Industrial Permitting Activity

• Several new micro-breweries around the 
state.

• Woodstock Inn Brewery in Woodstock and 
Finestkind/Smuttynose Brewery in Hampton 
will be installing advanced pretreatment to 
reduce BOD/TSS impact on the local POTWs.



Pretreatment Regulatory Activity

• DES has developed a 
Fact Sheet to assist 
municipalities in 
dealing with 
wastewater 
discharges from 
breweries, distilleries 
and wineries.

https://www.des.nh.gov/organization/commissioner/
pip/factsheets/wwt/documents/web-28.pdf
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